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Upcoming Events:

Next Meeting: Thursday, November 19, 7:15 PM.  

SPEAKER: Jonathan Blaes, Science Operations Officer, NOAA/NWS - Raleigh

LOCATION:  Room 1132, Jordan Hall NC State University

TOPIC:  Using AMDAR Aircraft Soundings in Forecast and Warning Operations

 

ABSTRACT:  

Aircraft Meteorological Data Relay (AMDAR) is a program used to collect meteorological and other data by using commercial aircraft. The meteorological data includes temperature, wind direction, wind speed, and at times, moisture.

This valuable observational data set has been used at the National Weather Service Raleigh, NC Weather Forecast Office (WFO) for over ten years, but its utility has been emphasized once again with positive results.  AMDAR aircraft data has several advantages including increased horizontal resolution, the availability of data away from upper air or profiler locations, increased temporal resolution, the availability of data at asynoptic times, and an overall increase in lower tropospheric observations. The observational dataset has proven useful for a variety of specific forecast challenges including: winter weather precipitation type forecasting, evaluating the potential for severe convection, aviation forecasts of cloud height and low level wind shear, forecast of surface temperature and wind, fire weather forecast parameters including mixing height, wind, and moisture, hazardous materials support, and the comparison of observed data with Numerical Weather Prediction forecasts to assess model performance. 

An explanation of the data flow, the limitations of the data set, specific examples of cases in which the data set has proven useful at NWS Raleigh, along with some other interesting cases, will be presented.


As a friendly reminder, dues are $10 ($5 for student members) for the year, with half the dues going towards the Academic Achievement Fund. Dues can be paid at the monthly meeting or sent to:

Frank Schiermeier

303 Glasgow Road

Cary, NC 27511

Please make checks payable to “CNCC-AMS”.  Donations to the Academic Achievement Fund are also welcome, and are tax deductible.


NEWS

Fifth International Symposium on Computational Wind Engineering (CWE2010) 

The Fifth International Symposium on Computational Wind Engineering (CWE2010) is scheduled for May 23 – 27 in Chapel Hill.  The American Meteorological Society Committees on Meteorological Aspects of Air Pollution and Boundary Layers and Turbulence will be assisting on the meteorological portion of CWE2010.  Held every four years, the CWE symposiums examine scientific advances in the computational wind engineering sciences that are associated with high performance computing.  The theme for CWE2010 is “CWE applications for homeland/societal security including natural and human-caused hazards and disasters.”  More information can be found at:

https://secure.ametsoc.org/meet/ann/callforpapers.html
Or by contacting the symposium chairperson Alan Huber (chairman@cwe2010.org or alan.huber@unc.edu)

2010 National Air Quality Conferences

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the National Association of Clean Air Agencies (NACAA) are co-sponsoring the 2010 National Air Quality Conferences, which will be held March 15 – 18, 2010 in Raleigh.  Professionals are invited to attend and learn about air quality forecasting, health, monitoring, and outreach.  Information about the conferences, as well as hotel information and becoming a presenter, can be found at:

http://cfpub.epa.gov/testairnow/index.cfm?action=airnow.news_item&newsitemid=7

Announcements from the Student Chapter

Next Student Chapter Meeting:

The next meeting of the Student Chapter is scheduled for November 18th at 6:00 pm in Jordan Hall at North Carolina State University.  A representative from Eastern Research Group (ERG) in Research Triangle Park will speak.  Additionally, several graduate students are expected to speak about their current work and experiences.

Reminder:  Invitation to Professionals to Join Student Mentorship Program

The Student Chapter is implementing a student mentorship program to link upperclassmen and underclassmen in the meteorology department.  In addition, the group is extending an invitation to professional meteorologists to be paired with students who are interested in similar disciplines.  It is anticipated that little effort would be needed from mentors, other than the willingness to exchange emails with students to discuss their careers and answer questions.  

If you are interested in becoming a student mentor, please contact Katie Craven (kmcrave2@ncsu.edu).   

Mark those Calendars!

Here are the tentative dates for meetings during the 2009-2010 chapter year.  We look forward to seeing you.  

September 10th

October 15th

November 19th

December 10th

January 21st

February 18th

March 18th

April 15th

Please be aware that dates are subject to change.



Let us know what you think.  Have suggestions for speakers? Topics? Interesting weather websites? Please feel free to email any of the officers. 

President: Frank Schiermeier


schiermeier@msn.com 

Vice President: S. Pal Arya


sparya@ncsu.edu

Treasurer: Frank Schiermeier


schiermeier@msn.com

Secretary: Ryan Cleary


rhcleary@hotmail.com   

Education Chair: Marvin Maddox


maddoxmarvin@aol.com

Webmaster:  Adrian Hall 
amhall1985@hotmail.com

